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Advantage™

vs. Oracle vs. Microsoft
cost comparison

objective

To compare the financial cost of ownership between three competing relational
database management system (RDMS) products: Oracle Standard Edition,
Microsoft SQL Server and Advantage Database Server from Extended Systems.

background

This comparison assumes a 25-50 user network environment using a client/server
database application. This comparison also assumes that the development
application tool used is the same between the three products. The costs reflect
the financial impact on the application users’ environment. This study is based on
North American domestic pricing; prices may vary worldwide.

Training Costs: A large cost component
when using Oracle is the training
necessary for users to operate and
maintain an Oracle environment.
Oracle recommends development
organizations have a minimum of one
Oracle Certified Database Administrator
(DBA). DBA Professional Certification
consists of Introduction to Oracle,
DBA Fundamentals I and II, PL/SQL
and Database Tuning. Total training
time is 20 days at a cost of $10,000. 

Deployment Costs: The process to
fully deploy Oracle Standard Edition is
extensive. In addition to initial product
installation, an experienced DBA or
network administrator must also be
responsible for the configuration of user
accounts, network tuning, testing and
backup, loading of the data and the setup
of DBA procedures. The total number
of hours needed to deploy Oracle is
approximately 40 hours. At an installation
rate of $120 per hour, the total
installation costs are $4,800.

Operating System Requirements: In a
50-user environment, Oracle Standard
Edition users are urged to upgrade to
a UNIX server to maintain performance.
The cost of running UNIX on an Intel
machine is approximately $5,000. 

Training Costs: Microsoft provides an
extensive array of training as part of
their Microsoft Certified Systems
Engineer program. The core training
classes recommended are Database
Implementation, Database
Administration, and Performance
Tuning and Optimization. The cost of
each course is approximately $2,000
for a total cost of $6,000, plus
$2,000 of additional classes to equal
$8,000 total training costs. 

Deployment Costs: Deploying Microsoft
SQL Server is very similar to that
of Oracle. Configuration, network 
administration and data loading all
add to the total installation setup time
at a cost of approximately $4,800. 

Operating System Requirements:
Assuming current users are in a
non-Windows environment, deploying
Microsoft SQL Server will require a
Windows NT/2000/2003 network
operating system. The total cost
of installing and implementing a
Windows operating system is
approximately $5,000. Microsoft SQL
Server does not support non-Windows
environments.

Training Costs: A free* two-day
Certification Seminar for Advantage
Database Server is offered to Advantage
partners throughout the year. Due to the
embedded design of Advantage, it
requires no DBA or advanced network
administrator experience, which 
minimizes ongoing administration 
as well as training costs.

Deployment Costs: There are no
hidden costs when deploying Advantage
Database Server. Advantage installs in
minutes and uses existing network file
systems and hardware.

Operating System Requirements:
Advantage Database Server provides
support for developers deploying
applications in Novell NetWare,
Microsoft Windows NT/2000/2003,
Windows 98/ME, and Linux environments.

*Free for Advantage Partner Program members.
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Extended Systems provides the expertise, strategy and solutions to help enterprise organizations realize their business goals through
mobile technology. The company's software and services portfolio includes mobile data management solutions; mobile applications for
sales, service and pharmaceutical professionals; mobile application development tools and services; client/server database management
system; and Bluetooth and IrDA wireless connectivity software.  

All trademarks and registered trademarks are the properties of their
respective companies. Information subject to change without notice.

United States
Boise Headquarters
5777 North Meeker Avenue
Boise, Idaho 83713
Tel: (800) 235-7576 ext.5030
Tel: (208) 322-7800 ext.5030
GetAdvantage@extendedsystems.com

Benelux
IJsselsingel 42
5215 CM ‘s-Hertogenbosch
Tel: +31 (0)73 - 623 53 59
info@extendedsystems.nl

Germany
Schwarzwaldstr. 99
71083 Herrenberg
Tel: +49 (0) 7032 / 798 - 0
info@extendedsystems.de

United Kingdom
7-8 Portland Square
Bristol BS2 8SN
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)117 901 5000
info@extendedsystems.co.uk

For information and a list of 
distributors visit our web site:
www.AdvantageDatabase.com

ADV-0333–0704

conclusion:

Advantage Database Server provides the high performance and data integrity of
an RDBMS at a total cost well below that of Oracle Standard Edition and Microsoft
SQL Server. These benefits make Advantage the most cost-effective solution for
easy deployment into diverse environments.

This chart quantifies a 12-month cost of ownership analysis between Oracle Standard Edition, Microsoft SQL Server and
Advantage Database Server. A full-time DBA for Oracle and a part-time DBA for Microsoft are assumed. In a 50-user
environment, the hardware cost for the Oracle solution includes a UNIX hardware server to maintain performance.

*  Based on Client Access License pricing (CALs).
**Microsoft pricing is based on per processor pricing with two processors to accommodate a 50-user server.

Advantage Oracle Microsoft SQL*

Software $ 2,620 $ 7,500 $ 7,445
Hardware $ 0 $ 5,000 $ 5,000
Installation $ 240 $ 4,800 $ 4,800
Administration $ 0 $60,000 $ 20,000
Training $ 0 $10,000 $ 8,000

TOTAL $2,860 $87,300 $45,245

Advantage Oracle Microsoft SQL**

Software $ 3,670 $15,000 $ 9,998
Hardware $ 0 $ 5,000 $ 5,000
Installation $ 240 $ 4,800 $ 4,800
Administration $ 0 $60,000 $ 25,000
Training $ 0 $10,000 $ 10,000

TOTAL $3,910 $94,800 $54,798

25-User Pricing

50-User Pricing


